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SEARCHING FOR A MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS  
 

It can be a challenge at this time of year to keep Jesus at the heart of our holiday - holy day 

- season.   
 

For years now, the celebration of Christmas has crept its way back further and further on 
our calendars, even sneaking into stores by early October.  Our culture seems desperate to 

recapture some kind of ñChristmas spirit.ò  So the observances become bigger and greater 

and longer.   
 

Lights, trees, cookies, parties, songs; more and more and more with the result that Christ-

mas itself comes more as an afterthought than as a fulfillment.  As joyful as this season can 

be, for many people it can also be an unholy letdown.  Despite these difficulties though, this 

season offers us, as Christians, an incredible opportunity.   
 

That opportunity begins by asking, ñWhy are we so desperate in our search for Christmas?ò   
 

Many are quick to point to the commercialization of Christmas ï the push from stores and 

commercials to do and to buy more.  But there is still something positive going on here.  
Weôre searching for something.   
 

For most people, whether active in the practice of their faith or not, Christmas is a time of 

family, traditions, and generosity.  These are all good and beautiful things.  Yet in and of 
themselves, they do not satisfy us.  That desire to catch the ñChristmas spiritò is really a 

desire for Jesus and the Kingdom He has come to bring us.  No amount of decorations, par-

ties, or childlike wonder can fulfill the yearning that Jesus alone is meant to fill.   
 

As this season awakens in us a desire for that which Jesus brings, we have a wonderful op-

portunity to point ourselves and others to Jesus.  This is an easy time of year to invite our 

friends and neighbors to Church!  Christmas provides an incredible opportunity to meet our 

own, and othersô, deepest desires ï as long as we donôt miss it!  While it might seem 
counter-intuitive, we experience more of the power of this holy season as we pack it with 

less.  We need to leave room for some quiet in which to meet with Jesus. 
 

That brings us to the opportunity of the season of Advent, that familiar season of prepara-
tion for, and anticipation of, the celebration of Christmas.  Through the chosen readings in 

Scripture and suggested prayers, Advent looks back to the Old Testament promise of a 

coming Savior, a coming that was fulfilled in our Saviorôs birth.  As we look back, we are 
also reminded of the coming of the Kingdom of God and our need to be ready for Jesusô 

return in power and glory.   
 

The keeping of Advent, then, becomes a way to form our anticipation of Christmas and to 
keep Christmas placed in its proper setting.   
 

During the season of Advent, we will explore the theme of the Kingdom of God through the 

lens of the weekly Advent themes of Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace.  Our sermons and Adult 

Sunday School lessons will explore these themes as we consider how Jesus has begun, and 

will upon His return consummate, the fulfillment of the Kingdom.  We will also be offering 

daily readings from Scripture with accompanying devotional writings which will help us all 

respond to the wonderful opportunity of this holy season.   
 

Experience the power of Christmas through the keeping of Advent.  Donôt pack your sched-

ule too full.  Enjoy your family, your traditions, and your festivities.  Yet leave room for the 

quiet.  Leave room to prepare for the celebration of the child who fulfills the longings of our 

hearts.  Invite people to Church.  Make the most of this opportunity to point yourself, and 

those around you, to Jesus.                                               Yours in Chris, 

                                                                                              Fr. Karl + 
 

                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                        ñMaking His Own Our Tiny Beginningsò 

 

 

Advent begins with the end, which is of course where we all must fix our eyes.  As St. Paul writes in the 

Epistle from the first week of Advent:  ñ[M]ay he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be 

blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saintsò (1 Thessalonians 

3:13).  Christmas is not merely ñHappy Birthday, Jesus;ò it is ñHappy Birthday, New Creation!òðwhich is, 

we discover, the same thing.  That is, Christmas ought not to be about nostalgia (i.e., Jesus as something 

nice God did for us in the past) but Godôs future: Jesus is the Beginning and the End. 

 

So we are reminded that as ñthe Word became flesh and dwelt among usò (John 1:14), he was born of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary.  Mary is known as Theotokos, Greek for ñMother of God.ò  Right there we ought to 

stop in our tracks and fall down in worship before the God who has chosen to redeem this world from the 

inside out.  Literally in the womb of Mary, the Son of God is fully dependent even as he is the one upon 

whom all of Creation depends.  Savor these words of St. Augustine: 

 

ñThe one who holds the world in being was lying in a manger; he was simultaneously 

speechless infant and Word.  The heavens cannot contain him; a woman carried him in her 

bosom.  She was ruling our ruler, carrying the one in whom we are, suckling our bread.  O 

manifest infirmity and wondrous humility in which was thus concealed total divinity!  Om-

nipotence was ruling the mother on whom infancy was depending; was nourishing on truth 

the mother whose breasts it was sucking.  May he bring his gifts to perfection in us, since he 

did not shrink from making his own our tiny beginnings; and may he make us into children of 

God, since for our sake he was willing to be made a child of man.ò (St. Augustine) 

 

That the Ruler of the Universe chose to place himself in the womb of Maryðby her consent, no lessðis 

surely a mystery.  Yet, as the letter to the Ephesians says: 

 

ñthe plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things [is] that through the 

church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made knownò (Ephesians 3:9-10). 

 

So we suddenly realize that being very members of Christôs Body we are made a part of Godôs salvation not 

only of ourselves but of the whole world.  Just so, we must pray that all of the ñtiny beginningsò in our lives, 

those small acts of faithfulness, repentance, cultivating holiness, raising our children, doing justice at work 

and in the world, loving our neighbors, may ñbring his gifts to perfection in us.ò  And we are called to re-

joice as we await, and rejoice all the more as we celebrate, his birth.  Once again St. Augustine: 

 

ñRejoice, you just;ò it is the birthday of the Justifier. 

Rejoice, you who are weak and sick; it is the birthday of the Savior, the Healer. 

Rejoice, captives; it is the birthday of the Redeemer. 

Rejoice, slaves; it is the birthday of the one who makes you lords. 

Rejoice, free people; it is the birthday of the one who makes you free. 

Rejoice, all Christians; it is the birthday of Christ. 
                                                                         

                                                                                                                       Peace, 
                                                                                                                       Fr. Greg + 

 

                                                                                                                
 

 

 



IN THE PARISH FAMILY  
REQUIREMENTS AND NEEDS FOR 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBER  
 

 As we approach the end of the year, it is time to find replace-

ments for those Board members completing terms.  The posi-

tion of Board member serves a vital function and an important 

ministry for St. Paulôs Parish.  The duties of a Board member 

are related to the biblical "elder" and have roots in the Old 

Testament.   It is very important that those wishing to serve 

Jesus Christ in this manner be aware of some of the duties and 

requirements for being on the Board of Directors.  The fol-

lowing list highlights some duties and requirements: 
 

Be a communicant in good standing of St. Paulôs who is 

regular in prayer, worship and giving to the operation 

of St. Paulôs. 
 

Have a strong personal commitment to Jesus Christ and to 

carrying out His ministry in our community. 
 

Be prepared for and participate in regular and special 

Board meetings, a planning retreat, and attend the an-

nual Parish meeting. 
 

Be active in the life of St. Paulôs Parish and be willing to 

assume leadership roles, including active participation 

in at least one Parish ministry. 
 

Be a pledger of record who tithes or is actively working 

toward the tithe. 
 

Be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Nominations can be given to the Nomination Committee by 

calling the Church Office.  It is helpful to remember that just 

because someone is nominated does not mean that they will 

necessarily be elected.  Nominations need to be submitted by 

December 13th. 

DAUGHTERS OF THE HOLY CROSS 

NEW MEMBERS STUDY 
 
Daughters of the Holy Cross (DHC) will begin a three-month study of the Order of Daughters of the Holy Cross beginning 
January 21, 2010.  DHC is the Anglican equivalent of the Episcopal DOK.  
 

We are an Order committed to prayer, service, study and evangelism. If you are interested in finding out more about DHC, 

and if it is right for you, join us in The Forum January 21, 7:00 p.m. as we begin our study.  At the conclusion of this three-
month period, you will be able to discern whether or not you have been called to the Order.  For more information, speak to 

any Daughter, or contact Jan Smith, DHC President at 871-5568 or at psmith3846@sbcglobal.net.   

END OF YEAR CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

Contributions to be counted for the 2009 tax year need to be received 

in the office by 12 noon on December 31st. 

I shall bless the Lord at all times 

His praise shall be continually in my mouth. 

Psalm 34: 1 
  
Dear Brothers and Sisters In Christ, 
  

My heart is full of gratitude to each of you for your 

concern and your prayers for my health these past two 
months.  Your welcome cards, telephone calls, gifts of 

food, and visits have been so helpful to me and Dick, as 

well as humbling, too.   
  

Iôm on the last series of treatment for this disease and 
am looking forward to a full recovery.  I have been 

blessed to be a member of St. Paulôs church for many 

years and I thank God for placing me in such a loving 
community. 

                                                  Gratefully yours, 

                                                 Louise Henderson 

Please let the church office know if you or someone you 

know will be in the hospital.  Also, let us know if you need 

Fr. Karl or Fr. Greg to visit you or bring you commun-

ion.  You are a part of the church family and we want to 

know if you are ever in need of something. 
 

    Our prayers and sympathy are with...    
 

Marilyn and Steven Brown on the recent death of her 
mother, Theola Morrow. 
 

    Congratulations to...  

  

Alex Knight for being chosen to ride in the Ronald 

McDonald House float in the 2010 Rose Parade. 
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ACW CHRISTMAS  

LUNCHEON  
 

DECEMBER 19TH 
 

Teen Challenge will cater our lunch, and the Bakers-

field College Choir will sing some Christmas carols 

for us.  There will be raffle tickets on sale too.  

Come join the fun! 

Tickets are $23 

You may purchase them in the Church Office 

 COMING  EVENTS 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILY  

MINISTRIES  

QUILT SALE  

 
The Quilting Guild will have their Annual Quilt 

Sale on December 6th after the 8 and 10 a.m. ser-

vices.  Money raised will help support their Prayer 

Quilt Ministry.  They have quite a variety of de-

signs and colors.  A hand-made quilt would make a 

lovely gift for Christmas. 

SEE THE LIGHTS  
Come enjoy cookies, hot chocolate, and a horse-drawn 

ride through Haggin Oaks to see the Christmas lights 

on Monday December 21 .  The cost is $3.50 per per-

son.  There will be several ride times.  You need to 

sign-up (first come, first served) in the church office to 

reserve your spaces.  We will gather at the Chaffee 

home (8801 St. Cloud Lane) at 6 p.m. 

ADVENT FAMILY CRAFT  
 

November 29, at 9AM on the first Sunday of Advent, 

come and decorate an Advent Wreath that your family 

can use to help you mark the season of Advent.  Itôs 

not Christmas yet (not until the 25th!) but we can be-

gin to prepare our hearts to receive the King. This is a 

great opportunity for parents and kids to work to-

gether.  Youôll also receive an Order for Family Devo-

tions with the Advent Wreath that will be a good re-

source to help shape us as we wait together as a church 

and as families for the Coming of the Lord. 

CHRISTMAS  

PAGEANT 
 

Children of St. Paulôs are invited to participate in a 

Christmas Pageant to be held  on December 20th dur-

ing the 9 AM hour.  We will begin practices this Sun-

day, November 22, which will be held during the Chil-

drenôs Chapel time at 10AM in the Parish Hall. 

This is a wonderful way for kids to become more fa-

miliar with the Christmas story and learn to share the 

love of Jesus with others.  All children, ages Preschool 

through 6th grade, are invited and encouraged to par-

ticipate.  This will mean that 4th ï6th graders who are 

normally in the service will be in the Parish Hall for 

practice. 

The Pageant will include significant portions of Holy 

Scripture and a mixture of Christmas carols and con-

temporary worship songs.    Invite family and friends 

to come see the Pageant and stay for the 10 AM ser-

vice!  Children will have a party with hot chocolate 

and treats immediately following the Pageant and then 

join the service at the Peace. 
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  Sunday 

Worship Services 
 

Rite I - 8 a.m. 

Rite II - 10 a.m. 

1928 Service - 12 noon 

 

Thursday 

Healing Eucharist 
10 a.m. in the Chapel 

 

Bible Study 
Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Thursdays at 11 a.m. 


