
JANUARY 

BIRTHDAYS 

 

Nancy Haddad 
 

Arlene Burrow 
 

Vince Hoss 
 

Alice Underhill 
 

Hazel Perkins 
 

Sawyer Smalley 
 

Charisse Adams 
 

Jan Smith 
 

Pete Smith 
 

Paul A. Wagner 
 

Hazel Pride 
 

Roger Almklov 

Tracey Ray 
 

Annmarie Braun 

Jake Young 
 

Sophia Willis 
 

Harlene Hasket 
 

Margie Fotis 
 

Daisy Sampson 

END OF YEAR  

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

Contributions to be counted 

for the 2009 tax year need to 

be received in the office by 

12 noon on December 31.   

SEEING OURSELVES THROUGH 

JESUSô EYES 
ñCome,ò Jesus said.  Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 

and came toward Jesusé  Matthew 14:29 
 

I was recently at a gathering of clergy here in the Bakersfield area, and a story was 

shared by the deacon, Greg Statezni, who ministers to the people of St. Markôs in 

Shafter.  He recounted a story of the last sermon of Fr. Michael Jun at St. Markôs 

before leaving to become the assistant at St. Columba in Fresno.  His text was from 

the end of Romans, in chapter 16, where Paul personally greets and thanks the peo-

ple.  From what appears to be a list of names of people we donôt know, Fr. Michael 

realized how important Paulôs greetings were as he looked out across the faces of 

those who had become dear to him. 
 

That story struck me.  It struck me so much that I feel compelled to do the same 

thing.  In my mindôs eye, I can see your faces just like I do from the pulpit on so 

many Sundays, just like I do as you come through line leaving church, just like I do 

as we work side by side for our Lord.  And I want to thank you all!  You are St. 

Paulôs.  You are what the Lord is doing in this place.  You are the ones through 

whom He plans to do great things.  You are what makes this a blessed place where 

the Spiritôs presence is known.  Thank you for your faithfulness! 
 

That brings me to the verses above.  I was recently asked at a gathering of pastors 

and community leaders what I would like to see in ministry this year.  Immediately, 

the image was one seeing the people of God so alive in Christ and so strong in faith 

that they are willing to get out of the boat and walk with Jesus on the water.  Im-

plicit in that vision, for me, is a sense of seeing ourselves through Jesusô eyes.  

When Jesus looked at Peter, when He called to Peter, He saw what Jesus could be 

and could do. 
 

Peter, in responding in faith, was being willing to see Himself through Jesusô eyes!  

Peter had to see himself as Jesus did in order to get out of the boat.  Keep in mind 

that to get out of a boat, you donôt dangle your feet over the side until you feel 

something under your foot.  If the boat is going to stay upright, youôve got to jump 

over the edge as though you will land on ground.  Thatôs what Peter did.  Thatôs 

what I want to see.  I want Godôs people here at St. Paulôs to see themselves 

through Jesusô eyes; to see what He is doing in and through them and so be willing, 

in boldness of faith, to jump out onto the water. 
 

This is a blessed place to be and I know that our Lord has even greater things in 

store for us.  It is my prayer that we all continue grow in Christ.  It is my prayer, 

further, that we grow in our ability to see ourselves  through Jesusô eyes, to see who 

He has made us to be, to see who He will make us to be.  May this new year be one 

in which your eyes are so fixed upon Jesus that you are able to see that He has 

made you able to walk on water, and may this new year be one in which we all get 

out of that boat and with the Lord do miracles.  

                                                                              Yours in Christ,  

       Fr. Karl+ 

January 2010 



WHATôS IN A NAME OR A DATE? 

 
On January 1st we celebrate the Circumcision of Christ, the Feast we now call ñThe Holy Name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.ò  As he came to ñfulfill the law,ò as were all Jewish boys, Christ was circum-
cised and formally named on the eighth day of his life (Luke 2:21).    Christmastide, of course, as 

the song reminds us, has 12 days (itôs not over yet!).  From early on the Church celebrated octaves, 

wherein a feast begins and lasts a full eight days.  So we begin with Christôs birth on Christmas Day and then celebrate 

the octave which is the day on which he was named. 
 The great season of Christmastide beginning with ñChristôs Mass,ò the celebration of the birth of our Lord, 

took the place of the winter festivals of the pagans, Saturnalia (Roman) and Yuletide (German).  Christians mark time 

by Christ who is the beginning and the end, the first and the last, without whom nothing was made, by whom, with 
whom, and in whom there is a new creation.  Christmas became associated with the 25th of December before the great 

re-calendaring of the days after Emperor Constantineôs victory in AD 312. 

 In his article, ñHow December 25 Became Christmas,ò Andrew McGowan points out that the most likely rea-
son for the date has to do with the ancient Jewish notion that Creation and Redemption should occur at the same time 

of the year.  St. Augustine writes, in On the Trinity,  

ñFor he [Jesus] is believed to have been conceived on the 25th of March, upon which day also he suffered; so 

the womb of the Virgin, in which he was conceived, where no one of mortals was begotten, corresponds to the 
new grave in which he was buried, wherein was never man laid, neither before him nor since. But he was born, 

according to tradition, upon December the 25th.ò 

 According to tradition, by Godôs providence Jesusô conception and his death occurred on the same day.   
 In an interesting parallel, when we remember Jesusô Circumcision (and Naming) on January 1, it is the same 

day as his birth.  That is, on Christmas Day we begin the celebration of Jesusô birth and on the Holy Name of Jesus we 

remember the first shedding of his blood.  Granted he was eight days old, but even then he was fulfilling the purposes 

of God for our salvation.  And just as circumcision was the mark of Godôs chosen people Israel, by the shedding of his 
blood, death on the cross, and resurrection, in which we participate in baptism, Jesus made us his own. 

 Whatôs in a date?  Turns out to be quite a bit.  Now, whatôs in a name?  Read for yourself in these readings for 

the Feast of the Holy Name of Jesus (Circumcision): 
     Exodus 34:1-8 (When Israel had broken the law, God renewed his covenant with his Name.) 

     Psalm 8 (The Name of the LORD sustains the heavens and the earth!) 

     Romans 1:1-7 (Jesus is Son of David by the flesh, Son of God by the power of the Holy Spirit.) 
     Luke 2:15-21 (The babe announced by angels to shepherds is circumcised and given his name: Jesus!) 

 Finally, recall that the name Jesus, Yeshua, means ñThe LORD (YHWH) is salvationò!  As the new Church 

Year is in full swing, remember the shape of our service of worship, the shape of the church year, the shape of our 

weeks, and indeed all of our lives, is meant to be formed and molded by the image of Christ, as the Spirit works 
through scripture, prayer, mission.  He frees us from the tyranny of endless time, repetition, commercial sacrifice, and 

the cycles of nature, to live in the light of Godôs coming future of love.  Give yourself, your children and families, and 

invite others, to the worship of God.  The LORD is salvation!  As we enter the new year, let us, with Mary, ponder 
these things in our hearts. 

  Peace, 

     Fr. Greg+ 

DAUGHTERS OF THE HOLY CROSS 

NEW MEMBERS STUDY 
 

Daughters of the Holy Cross (DHC) will begin a three-month study of the Order of Daughters of the Holy Cross 

beginning January 21, 2010.  DHC is the Anglican equivalent of the Episcopal DOK.  
 

We are an Order committed to prayer, service, study and evangelism. If you are interested in finding out more about 

DHC, and if it is right for you, join us in The Forum January 21, 7:00 p.m. as we begin our study.  At the conclusion 

of this three-month period, you will be able to discern whether or not you have been called to the Order.  For more 

information, speak to any Daughter, or contact Jan Smith, DHC President at 871-5568 or at 

psmith3846@sbcglobal.net.   

mailto:psmith3846@sbcglobal.net


ALTAR GUILD HELPERS NEEDED 
 

The women of St. Paulôs Altar Guild 

are a dedicated group of ladies who 

have the ministry of keeping Godôs 

house prepared for worship and enjoy 

the blessing of serving around the altar of St. Paulôs.  They 
are in need of new helpers!  Members of the Altar Guild 

typically serve about three days each month.  If you are 

interested in learning more about  the Altar Guild and 

joining this vital ministry, please contact Fr. Karl at the 

Church (861-6020). 

 COMING  EVENTS 

MINI-MISSION PLANNED 
 

Have you wanted to serve your God in the mission 

field, but not taken a first step? 
 

Has something been tugging on your heart? 
 

Are you looking for a Christ-centered event to bond with a son or 

daughter? 
 

Good News!  Nowôs your chance to act. 
 

St. Paulôs, in conjunction with Christôs Church of the Valley, is planning 

a two day trip to Tijuana to assist Amor Ministries in building homes for 

the poor in Mexico ï January 22nd & 23rd.  We will leave Bakersfield 

Friday the 22nd around 5:00 p.m., drive to San Diego and spend the 

night at a ñsister-churchò of CCV.  Early Saturday morning, we will 

cross the border and drive to the work site.  After a full day assisting 

Amor staff members in construction of homes, we will drive home Sat-

urday evening. 
 

St. Paulôs has had an association with Amor Ministries (amor.org) for 
10 years.  In 2001, St. Paulôs fielded over 30 missionaries!  Preliminary 

estimate of costs total $65.00.  This includes a nominal fee to Amor, 

transportation, lodging and sandwiches at the worksite.  Passport is re-

quired. 
 

More information will be forthcoming; if you have a preliminary inter-

est, please contact Fr. Karl, Fr. Greg at the church office or Scott Under-

hill at 706.9312. 

PARISH ANNUAL MEETING 
January 10, 2010 

11 am in the Parish Hall 

 

Come join us on Sunday, January 10th for our Parish 

Annual Meeting as we hear a report on the year past, 

hear some of the plans for the year to come, and elect new members for 
the Board of Directors and delegates to Diocesan Convention.  Lunch will 

be served. 

ST. PAULôS FEAST 
Saturday January 23rd 

 

Mark your calendars now and plan on attending our 

annual St. Paulôs Feast.   

 

ST. PAULôS CUP 

RESULTS 
 

The results are in for the first playing of the St. Paulôs Cup!  

Benefiting the Bakersfield Rescue Mission, the golf tourna-

ment was played at the magnificent Kern River Golf Course 

this past Saturday.  Fellowship and perfect weather were the 

order of the day making the actual striking of the golf ball 

irrelevant!  Good time was had by all.  21 players hit the 

links around 10:00 in the scramble format with the winning 

team shooting 7 under par.  This was closely followed by the 

second place team recording 5 under, scoring birdies on 5 of 

the last 6 holes ï a tremendous accomplishment if you know 

the course. 

  IN THE PARISH FAMILY 
Please let the church office know if you or someone you 

know will be in the hospital.  Also, let us know if you need 

Fr. Karl or Fr. Greg to visit you or bring you commun-

ion.  You are a part of the church family and we want to 

know if you are ever in need of something. 
 

  Our prayers and sympathy are with...    
 

Patty & Ray Bass and family on the death of 
her son, Frank Pitts, who died on December 

5th; Verna and Walt Dietze and family on 

the death of her mother, Dorothy, who died 
December 14th. 
 

 Thank you toé 
 

Regina Pryor and Marguerite Biklian and 

all the parents and children who helped 

make the Christmas Pageant such a blessing for St. 

Paulôs. 
 

All those volunteers who made our Christmas cele-

brations so meaningful: The Altar Guild for the 

beautiful greening of the Church, Sue Wagner and 
the Choir for their heavenly music, and the acolytes, 

ushers and readers for making everything run so 

smoothly. 
 

Congratulations toé 
 

Howard Quilling, whose music will be honored in 

performance at Kansas State University. 

HOLY BAPTISM 
Holy Baptism is scheduled for Sunday, January 10th.  If you 

or someone you know are interested in being baptized, please 

call Fr. Karl at 861-6020. 



REQUIREMENTS AND NEEDS FOR 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR MEMBER 

AND 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATES 
 

As we approach our Annual Parish Meeting, it is time to elect replacements 

for those Board members completing terms and to elect Delegates for Dioce-
san Convention.   
 

The position of Board member serves a vital function and an important minis-

try for St. Paulôs Parish.  The duties of a Board member are related to the 

biblical "elder" and have roots in the Old Testament.    
 

Delegates to Diocesan Convention serve a vital role in representing St. Paulôs 

at the level of the Diocese of San Joaquin in the formation of our common 

mission and ministry.   
 

It is very important that those wishing to serve Jesus Christ on the Board of 

Directors or as Delegates be aware of some of the duties and requirements.  

The following list highlights some duties and requirements: 
 

Be a communicant in good standing of St. Paulôs who is regular in 

prayer, worship and giving to the operation of St. Paulôs. 
 

Have a strong personal commitment to Jesus Christ and to carrying out 

His ministry in our community. 
 

Be prepared for and participate in regular and special Board meetings, a 

planning retreat, and attend the annual Parish meeting. 
 

Be active in the life of St. Paulôs Parish and be willing to assume leader-

ship roles, including active participation in at least one Parish minis-

try. 
 

Be a pledger of record who tithes or is actively working toward the tithe. 
 

Be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 

NOMINATION COMMITTEE 

REPORT 
 

The following names have been received and put 

forward by the Nomination Committee for the 
Board of Directors and Delegates to Diocesan 

Convention.  All of the following persons meet 

the criteria published to the right.  If a nomina-
tion comes from the floor of our Parish Annual 

Meeting, satisfaction of requirements will still 

need to be made and will happen at that time. 
 

Prior to the Annual Meeting, we will publish 

information given by the nominees to help you 

get to know them better.  
 

Board of Directors: 
Four members to be elected 
 

Anne Arnold  Tom Holson 

Ken Knight  Phil Lamirand  
 

Delegates to Diocesan Convention: 
Six delegates and two alternates to be elected 
 

Cecile Bagwell  Dennis Gibson 

Marilyn Brown  Debbie Gibson 
Mary Carpenter  Tom Holson 

RJ Chaffee  Polly Hodgins 

Denise Irvin  Sandy Roper 

ST. PAULôS SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 
 

If youôve not yet been involved in our Sunday School 

program at St. Paulôs, nowôs a great time to jump on 

in!   

 

The Adult Bible Study meets in the Forum and has 

looked at our Service of Worship, the Parables, and the 

Kingdom of God.   

 
Childrenôs Sunday School meets in the Sunday School 

wing, Junior High and High School Youth in the Fire-

side Room, and our regular Sunday School starts up 

again  on January 10th at 10AM.  We are looking at 

ñGodôs Big Picture,ò going through the whole Bible.  

Kids can start at any point and they receive a sense of 

the shape and scope of Scripture, discover where 

things ófit,ô and gain not only knowledge of the Bible 

but a practical wisdom of how to live Godôs Word. 

 

Make a commitment this year to grow in Godôs Word! 

 

 

ST. PAULôS PANCAKE SUPPER 

February 16th 

THE MACEDONIAN CALL 
 

    ñDuring the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing 

and begging him, óCome over to Macedonia and help us.ô After Paul had 

seen the vision, we got ready to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God 

had called us to preach the gospel to them.ò (Acts 16:9-10)  

 

2009 has been quite a year! Our prison ministry efforts at Shafter have been 

truly blessed by God as we have seen inmate participation grow from the 

low 20ôs to a regular attendance in the 30ôs and 40ôs. This tells us that these 

men are hungry for the Good News of Jesus Christ and for the peace that 

only He can give. September saw us expanding our ministry into one of the 

McFarland CCFôs but this ended in December as the facility was closed and 

the inmates relocated until a future reopening maybe sometime this summer. 

Should that happen we will be ready to do the Lordôs work there once again. 

On behalf of my fellow ministers and myself, thank you for your continued 

prayers and support.  

   Your Servant in Christ, 

    Deacon John  



Our Clergy 
The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Greg Walgenbach, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

Our Staff 
Sue Wagner, Director of Music 

Tara Michaels, Office Manager 

Susan Frick, Altar Guild Directress 

Kendi Miller, Bookkeeper 

Sheri Sorkhi, MOMõs Preschool Director 

Ron Romero, Sexton 

2216 17th Street 

Bakersfield, CA 93301 

 

661.861.6020 Office 

661.861.6026 Fax 

 

stpauls@stpaulsbakersfield.org 

www.stpaulsbakersfield.org 

  Sunday 

Worship Services 
 

Rite I - 8 a.m. 

Rite II - 10 a.m. 

1928 Service - 12 noon 

 

Thursday 

Healing Eucharist 
10 a.m. in the Chapel 

 

Bible Study 
Sundays at 9 a.m. 

Thursdays at 11 a.m. 

January, 2010 


