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THROWING OUR NET ON THE RIGHT SIDE  
 
Jesus called out to them, ñFriends, havenôt you any fish?ò  ñNo,ò they answered.  He 

said, ñThrow your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.ò  When they 

did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.  Then the 
disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ñIt is the Lord!ò John 21:6-7 

 

In this third encounter between the resurrected Jesus and His disciples, Jesus finds His 

disciples fishing.  Jesus has been raised from the dead.  They know it.  But what are they 

supposed to be doing?  They really arenôt sure and Jesus has not yet told them exactly 

what they should be doing.  So what do they do?  They do what they know how to do.  

They go fishing. 

 

What a wonderful lesson for all of us.  I would suggest that this is where we spend the 

better part of our lives of faith: in between clear and decisive commands from Jesus.  

There are certain things that we know we are supposed to be doing as we follow Jesus.  

We are supposed to devote ourselves to the study of Scripture, to prayer, to worship, and 

to fellowship with other believers.  We are supposed to give to the spread of the King-

dom.  We are supposed to be witnesses, in word and deed, to Jesusô saving love.  We are 

supposed to love and care for our brothers and sisters in Christ.  All of these things are 

clear and abiding direction for believers, and no matter where we are, this is what we are 

to be doing! 

 

But what about that something more?  What about that further, clearer, more specific 

direction?  It seems to me that part of this lesson is that we are to be faithful to do what 

we know to do until we receive that further direction and clarification.  When we are 

faithful to do what we already know, we show that we are ready to be faithful in some-

thing more! 

 

The disciples then received that something more.  ñThrow your net on the right sideé

when they did, they were unable to haul the net inéò  Obedience to Jesusô word yields 

incredible fruit!  This is Jesusô lesson to the disciples.  When we throw our net on the 

ñrightò side, as we obey Jesus, we find an incredible catch.  Obedience to Jesusô word 

yields incredible fruit!  But apart from Him, toiling all through the night, working by 

ourselves and in our own strength, we can do nothing.  Without Him, nothing; with 

Him, an incredible catch, an abundant provision. 

 

What a remarkable lesson.  As the disciples hauled in the net, we are told, it did not 

break.  As fishers of men obediently relying upon Jesus, the Church would bear great 

fruit and would be enabled to handle the incredible catch.  When the Lord calls us to do 

something, we simply need to obey and He will give us everything we need (nets) in 

order to do His will and handle His provision (the catch).  My friends, our Lord is call-

ing us to rely upon Him and to faithfully follow where He leads the way.  We need to 

know and trust that if we throw our net on the ñrightò side, we will surely find an in-

credible provision in a net that will not break! 

       Yours in Christ, 

        Fr. Karl+ 



VBS Registration Form  
(One Per Child) 

Childôs name: ______________________________________________________________  

Childôs age: ______  Date of birth: ____________  Last school grade completed: ________  

Name of parent(s): __________________________________________________________  

Street address: ____________________________________________________________  

City: ___________________________________  State:_______  ZIP: ________________  

Home telephone: (_______) __________________________________________________  

Parent/caregiverôs cell phone: _________________________________________________  

Home e-mail address: _______________________________________________________  

In case of emergency, contact: ________________________________________________  

Relationship to child: ________________________________________________________  

Allergies or other medical conditions: ___________________________________________  

Home church: _____________________________________________________________  

Crew number or name (for church use only): _____________________________________  

FEAR NOT, LITTLE FLOCK  

for it is your Fatherôs good pleasure to give you the kingdom.  Luke 12:32 
 

These words of Jesus take on a whole new meaning after the resurrection.  For here is the 

One who did as he told his disciples to do: ñseek first the kingdom of God, and all these 

things shall be yours as well.ò   

 

St. John tells us elsewhere: ñLittle children, you are of God, and have overcome [the powers of the 

world]; for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the worldò. (1 John 4:4)  Too often we live in 

fear of the worldôs power and struggle to give ourselves and our families over to the freedom we have 

in Christ Jesus. 

 

As we head into this final stretch of the school year and approach the summer months, let us in every 

way ñstrive for his kingdom,ò giving ourselves to the study of Godôs Word, the Holy Sacraments, the 

Works of Mercy, and Prayer.  As you make your summer plans, plan to give yourselves to these things! 

 

Make this Eastertide and the months that follow a time to deepen as a family in the faith and in your 

participation in fellowship, through small groups, church picnic, End of the Year Bash at Pioneer Vil-

lage (for children and families), Vacation Bible School, serve with your family at the Rescue Mission.  

Invite a friend thatôs never been to church.  Fear not, resurrection life awaitsé receive it! 

 

Peace, Fr. Greg+ 



  IN THE PARISH FAMILY  
Please let the church office know if you or someone you know will be in the 
hospital.  Also, let us know if you need Fr. Karl or Fr. Greg to visit you or 
bring you communion.  You are a part of the church family and we want to 
know if you are ever in need of something. 
 

  Thank you toé 
 

 

     the Altar Guild would like to thank Lee Hair for joining 

us once again to create such beautiful flower arrangements 

for the church this past Easter Sunday. Thanks to Lee we 
became ñfloral designers for a day.ò  

     It was a joyous occasion for all of us to be together to 

polish, clean, and beautify our church in honor of our risen 
Lord. I would like to thank all of the Altar Guild who were 

so generous with their time during Holy Week. Thank you 

to our clergy for the inspirational service they gave us. 
Thank you to Hugh Smith for cutting the palms once again 

this year and special thanks to Olga See who created such a 

beautiful environment in our gardens.  Last but not least, 

thank you to our parish who gave so generously that we 
were able to have such a magnificent display of flowers. 

What a wonderful week.    Susan Frick 
 

Leon Elwell for his ministry as Treasurer from January 
2009 to present.  His service has been an incredible bless-

ing to St. Paulôs. 
 

Congratulations toé 
 

John Cronen, who was recently elected Treasurer.   
 

Our Prayers and Sympathy are with...  
Ray Thompson and family on the recent death of his sister. 

 
Steven Holmes and family on the death of papa John. 

Cursillo has a new name! 
 

            ANGLICAN 4TH DAY  
               Equipping Disciples for Christ 
 

Anglican 4th Day is a method of renewal in the Church 

whose purpose is to help disciples understand their individ-
ual calling to be Christian leaders in their families, in the 

workplace, and within the Church. 
 

Anglican 4th Day begins with an exciting, unique, and life-
changing  three-day weekend encounter with Christ.  After 

the encounter, disciples are encouraged to continue building 

their spiritual lives through regular small group fellowship 
and accountability.   
 

Consider attending this summerôs weekend encounter!   

July 22-25, 2010 

 

For more information: 
 

Website:  www.ridgenet.net/~cursillo/ 
Chris Miller, Lay Director  kmiller12@bak.rr.com 

Sandy Roper, Parish Representative litlmaid@sbcglobal.net 

      829-9042 (cell) 397-0880 (home) 

     DONATIONS NEEDED 
 
 

If you would like to make a donations for Altar 
Flowers, Wine & Wafers, or the Aumbry Light, please con-

tact Meg Pryor at 587-9116.  These donations may be made 

in memory of a loved one, or in celebration of an event, or in 

thanksgiving for something special. 

FORWARD IN FAITH  
 

At the Forward in Faith celebration luncheon on April 18, 

Senior Warden Dick Giles did a commendable job thanking 
those who served on the steering committee and through 

whose leadership efforts the capital improvement pledges 

were attained.    Time didn't permit offering thanks also to 

all of the campaign workers who in 2006 personally called 
on other parishioners to generate the needed pledges.  

Without their dedication and commitment to the capital 

campaign, the outcome simply wouldn't have been possi-
ble.   
 

They were: 

Steven & Marilyn Brown, Mo & Barbara Campbell, Ray & 
Donna Chaffee, Doug & Maxine Chesney, Cathi Chrisco, 

Pat & Carolyn Foutch, Dan & Suzanne Gray, Angelo & 

Nancy Haddad, Joy Hawley, Tom & Betty Holson, Denise 

Irvin, John & Elaine Kelly, Gary & Marsha Ketchell, Ken 
& Pam Knight, Randy & Sue Messick, Roger &  Kendi 

Miller, Garrett & Bitsy Ming, Claudia Moore, John & 

Susan Noland, Janet Poteete, Fr. Bob Richard, Joy Rose, 
Rob & Mary Jo Sawyer, Mark & Juliet Smith, Scott & Jane 

Underhill, Ray & Marlene Watson, Vivian Wegis 
 

Our sincere thanks to each of these parishioners and any we 
may have inadvertently forgotten who glorified God by 

helping St. Paul's move "forward in faith."   

                                         John Pryor 

ONGOING LAWSUIT INFORMATION  
 

Bishop Lamb of the purported Episcopal Diocese of San Joa-
quin sued St. Jamesô, Sonora on April 16.  Currently, Bishop 

Lamb has sued five incorporated parishes of our Anglican 

Diocese.  They are: 

St. Francisô, Turlock  St. Michaelôs, Ridgecrest 
St. Columba, Fresno  St. Johnôs, Porterville 

St. Jamesô, Sonora 

Please keep these congregations and their leadership in 
prayer.   

For all members of Anglican 4th Day, we will be having 
group reunion meetings each Sunday at 11:30 after ser-

vice in the forum. Meetings are also for those interested 

in attending Anglican 4th Day this summer.   

http://www.ridgenet.net/~cursillo/


 COMING  EVENTS 

RUMMAGE SALE  
 

The ACW will be having their annual 

Rummage Sale on Saturday, May 8th.  Many volunteers are 

needed to help sort and price items.  We need help that week 
on Thursday, Friday, and the day of the sale.  If you can lend 

a hand, please call Betty Holson at 827-1446.   

AARP 
2nd Annual 

Senior Independence & Life Style Seminar 
 

Tuesday, May 18th from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

St. Paul's Parish Hall 

 

Guest Speaker:    Miles Muzio, Meteorologist, KBAK 
 

All are invited! 

HIGH SEAS Expedition 
Mon-Fri, 9am-12noon, June 7-11 
 

This summer at St. Paul's, weôre setting 

sail for Vacation Bible School fun on the 
HIGH SEAS! With the sea spray on their face as sails snap 

overhead, kids will experience the deep rolling waters of 

Godôs love. Itôs easily the best time they will have all sum-
mer. Donôt miss the shipðregister now online at 

www.stpaulsbakersfield.org or fill our the form on page 2 

of the Messenger and bring it in to the church office. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering to help with VBS, 

please contact Fr. Greg at the church office. 

PARISH PICNIC  
Saturday, May 22nd,  4:30 p.m., Jastro Park.    
 

Mark your calendars, bring your family, invite your friends, 

and don't miss this fun gathering.  Tickets are on sale now. 
You may buy them after church on Sundays, or in the church 

office during the week.        $5 Adult, $2.50 Children. 

 Childrenôs Ministry 

END OF THE YEAR BASH  
at PIONEER VILLAGE  
Sunday, May 30, 10 AM 

 
Come join us for our annual event celebrating 

ministry to Children and Families at St. Paulôs.  Children 

through 6th grade (older Youth are welcome to come and 

help!) and their families are invited for worship at 10 AM in 
the Chapel at Pioneer Village, followed by a picnic.  Bring 

your own lunch; the church will provide drinks.  Plan to ar-

rive a little early since youôll need to walk to the chapel from 
the parking lot.   

         YOUTH GROUP 
 

         Wednesdays, 7:30 - 8:45 PM 
 

Jr. High and High School students are invited to show up 

for goofy fun, food, and fellowship.  We look together at 

the Bible to deepen our understanding and practice of the 
Faith, learning what it is to follow Jesus and be part of His 

Body. 

PRECEPT MINISTRY TRAINING  
 

There is a great training opportunity coming to our Diocese.  If you want to learn about a new and exciting way to do Bible 

study ~ to discover the truths of Godôs Word for yourself (known as Inductive Study) ~ there will be TWO opportunities for 
you to do so!   Precept Ministries International was founded in 1970 by Kay and Jack Arthur in Chattanooga, Tennessee.  It 

began as a fledgling ministry for teens and has developed into a worldwide outreach that launches people of all ages into induc-

tive study and ministry. 
 

Trained workshop leaders representing Precept Ministries will be COMING TO FRESNO on Friday and Saturday, June 25 
&26, 2010 and later will be COMING TO TEHACHAPI on Friday and Saturday, October 8 &9, 2010.   There will be a variety 

of workshops offered.  Sessions will be held on both Friday and Saturday from 9 AM to 5 PM. 
 

This is an awesome opportunity to take your Bible study to the next level and/or to develop your own ability to lead others 

through inductive studies of the Bible.  To find out more, go to the Precept website:  www.precept.org.  Or call 1-888-678-
5660.   

The Fresno training will be held at Peopleôs Church, 7172 N. Cedar.  The location of the Tehachapi training will be announced 

at a later date.  For more information or to simply learn more about this incredible ministry, please contact Christine Miller at:  
kmiller12@bak.rr.com.  Or feel free to call me at 661.431.9365.   

http://www.precept.org/
mailto:kmiller12@bak.rr.com
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WORSHIP  

SERVICES 
 

Sunday 

Rite I - 8 a.m. 

Rite II - 10 a.m. 

1928 Service - 12 noon 

 

Thursday 

Healing Eucharist 
10 a.m. in the Chapel 
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