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 Connie Stinemeyer 

GOING DEEPER AS DISCIPLES 
 

About a year and a half ago, the Lord began to give focus to the vision He 

was giving me for St. Paulôs.  In prayer and in conversation with parishion-

ers, the vision began to emerge of forming disciples who had a depth of knowledge and relation-

ship with Jesus that showed a profound maturity.  It was an exciting vision, but it was one that 

was difficult to articulate. 

 

Recently, I was loaned a book entitled Deep Church, by Jim Belcher.  The book takes its title 

from a remark from CS Lewis in a 1952 letter to the Church Times where Lewis suggests that 

those who are committed to living out his Mere Christianity call themselves, ñDeep Church.ò  As 

Belcher develops the concept, it is a vision of discipleship marked by depth in worship and a 

greater impact in the world.  Deep Church, Belcher writes, is tired of church which is, ñshallow,ò 

and wants, ñthe church to recover its heritage ï the breadth and depth of Christian theology, wor-

ship and practice ï and be informed by a missional ministry in the postmodern world, all to the 

glory of God.ò  To date, this is the best articulation of the vision God has given me that I have 

found. 

 

St. Paulôs is a missional community, a fellowship of those who are sent.  We exist to spread 

Godôs Kingdom as believers radically committed to reaching out in love and compassion to the 

community we live in and beyond.  We are to make disciples of all nations as we grow in Christ 

and make the love of God in Christ known.  This is our mission. 

 

In order to live out that mission, though, we need to be a people who have been deeply formed 

and informed.  So often, we seem to expect very little of Christians - just love Jesus and go to 

Church.  And while that is a great start, it falls short of the discipleship Jesus calls us to.  Jesus 

spent three years teaching His disciples how to carry on His mission.  His disciples were both 

well formed and well informed.  They had been taught truth and given knowledge (informed), 

and they had experienced the transformation of their hearts as they learned to live as Jesus lives 

(formed).  They needed both.  Information without formation is dead knowledge.  Formation 

without information is subject to the storms of false teaching.  Both were necessary for carrying 

on Jesusô mission. 

 

And both are still necessary.  To truly live into what Jesus calls us to do, we must be well formed 

and informed.  With that vision in mind, St. Paulôs is seeking to put an instructional series in 

place to help solidify our foundation as disciples.  Through the course of a year, several short 

courses and weekend retreats will be offered so that those who engage the series will be walked 

through some of the essentials of discipleship. 

 

Basic Theology: Knowing what you believe. 

The Big Story: Surveys of the Old and New Testaments 

Spiritual Disciplines: The Tools of Spiritual Growth 

The History of the Church 

 

These courses of information will be matched by the encouragement to be active in ministry in 

the Church and mission in the community ï the work of formation.  As we launch this new se-

ries, we hope that you will make the most of the opportunity to go even deeper in your life of 

faith. 
 

      Yours in Christ, 

       Fr. Karl+ 



VACATION BIBLE SCHOO L A GREAT TIME  
 

During the week of June 7 to 11, St. Paulôs hosted High Seas Expedition: Exploring 

the Mighty Love of God.  We had a great time this year during Vacation Bible School.  

We had as many as sixty children participating in the program, which was divided be-

tween an exciting and full preschool program, and mixed age groups of kindergarteners 

through fifth graders.  What a joy it was to hear their feet moving from station to station and 

their voices filled with laughter and praise for Jesus! 

 

We could not have done any of this without the help of so many volunteers.  Fr. Greg would 

like to thank: 

 

 John & Jackie Hannum   AnneMarie Braun 

 Kelly Michaud    Suzanne Wager 

 Pat Giles     Francine Stubblefield 

 Cathi Chrisco     Susie Dietze 

 Emma Davis     Scott Parker 

 Perrin Swanlund    Hannah Dietze 

 Amanda Douglas    Linda Lamirand 

 Linda LaMar     Donna Chaffee 

 Chris Miller     Sarah Swanlund 

 Kendi Miller     Danielle Darling 

 Jordan See     Sandi McCuen 

 Chris Liddell     Katie Elwell 

 Cassidy Elwell    Nikki Biggs 

 Matthew Chaffee    Andrew Chaffee 

 Allie Darling     Phil Lamirand 

And thank you, too, to all of you who donated food, decorations, and your kids to such an ex-

citing week! 

 

GODôS CALLING 

FOR  

SAN JOAQUIN 
 

As the Diocese of San Joaquin prepares to 

search for a new bishop, we are being 

called upon to consider how God is calling 

our Diocese to express the essential minis-

try of a bishop in our own unique context.  

A short study with questions, Godôs Call-

ing for San Joaquin, asks for our feedback 

in this process of discernment.  Please take 

some time and either visit the online post-

ing of this study or contact the Church Of-

fice for a printed copy.  Responses are re-

quested by July 14. 

STAINED GLASS ISSUES 
 

As many of you are already aware, we are having some 

issues with stained glass around St. Paulôs.  Our treas-

ured Tiffany window over the altar is in urgent need of 

restoration.  The process is extremely expensive and the 

Board is currently exploring means of financing the res-

toration.  While we believe that we can accomplish this 

goal without a major plea for financial help, we will 

always welcome the donations of those who feel led by 

the Spirit to save such a priceless treasure.  

 

We have also had a couple of recent acts of vandalism, 

including some damage to the St. Barnabas panel of the 

St. Paulôs window on the west side of the nave.  The 

window will be repaired as quickly as possible.  Pray 

that such acts of senseless vandalism stop.   



  IN THE PARISH FAMILY  

Please let the church office know if you or someone you know will 

be in the hospital.  Also, let us know if you need Fr. Karl or Fr. 

Greg to visit you or bring you communion.  You are a part of the 

church family and we want to know if you are ever in need of some-

thing. 
 

Congratulations to é 
 

David & Erinn Suadi on the birth of their son, Broden, 

who was born on June 10th.  He weighed 7 lbs. 6 oz. 

and was 19 inches long.  Everyone is healthy and 

happy. 

 

Our Prayers and Sympathy are with...  
 

Dorothy Fitzgerald and her family on the death of her 

husband, Blaine, on June 3rd. 
 

Thank you fromé 

 

Paul  & Sue Wagner for the many cards, phone calls, 

gifts, expressions of concern, and mostly for all the 

prayers. We are so grateful for your support during this 

difficult time. It's nice to know that we are a part of such 

a loving church family. 

FEED MY SHEEP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Feed My Sheep is a ministry of caring for those in need 

of meals and help due to illness, surgery, or the birth of 

a child.  We are looking for volunteers who would be 

interested in occasionally providing a meal for someone 

in need.  For more information or to volunteer, please 

contact either Nona Darling (333-3146) or Fr. Dietze 

(861-6020). 

USHERS NEEDED 
 

We are in need of 2 ushers for our 10 a.m. service.  

You will only serve about once a month.  No experi-

ence necessary.  If you are a man or a woman who 

might find this position as your ministry to St. Paul's, 

please call Paul Wagner or the church office. 

ONGOING LAWSUIT  

INFORMATION  
 

There has been no recent legal activity regarding Bishop 

Jerry Lamb and the purported Episcopal Diocese of San 

Joaquin.  Please continue to hold everyone involved in 

litigation in your prayers. 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
 

Along with the Diocesan Office and the other Angli-

can churches, our office will close at noon on Fri-

days during the summer.  This will be from Memo-

rial Day weekend until Labor Day weekend. 

ITEMS NEEDED  
 

The Bakersfield Rescue Mission is in need of sev-

eral items.  Can you donate any of the following 

items? 

 

 

 

   

    

Clothes - all sizes for men and women 

 

Mugs -    They provide coffee for over 400 

meals each day, and their mugs get broken a lot. 
 

They will also be having a Back to School Drive 

from July 10th through August 10th.  They provide 

backpacks filled with school supplies, so any dona-

tions are welcome. 
 

You may bring your items to the church.   

A WORD FROM BABY BUN DLES 
 

Babies from KMC are happy and thankful for the 

donations that many of our parishioners have made 

to Baby Bundles.  All of us who participate in that 

ministry appreciate your generous giving and mak-

ing of hats and blankets.  Thank you to each of you 

who continue to contribute to Baby Bundles.  If you 

would like to help us prepare the bundles to take to 

KMC, we would love to have you join us in the Par-

ish Hall at 9:30 am the fourth Saturday of each 

month.  For more information, please contact the 

Church Office of Merna McNamara (664-9599). 



 COMING  EVENTS 

 Childrenôs Ministry 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES  

FOR KIDS 
 

There will be no Sunday School during the summer.  

Children, ages Preschool through 3rd grade, are in-

vited to the Forum during the first part of the 10 AM 

service for a Potpourri of activities, after which they 

will rejoin their families at the passing of the Peace.  

There will be Nursery-Toddler Care during the 10 AM 

Service. 

                                   St. Paulôs Family Camp-2010 
 

   Plan to join fellow parish members, escaping the Valley heat, for a mountain retreat at 

beautiful Camp San Joaquin, from Friday August 13 to Sunday August 15, 2010. 

 

Camp San Joaquin is at an elevation of 7,000 feet in the Giant Sequoia National Monument, 

in the ñdeep woodsò among massive pine trees and beautiful mountain meadows.  Located 

between Kings Canyon and Sequoia National Parks the camp is about a 3 hour drive (150 miles) from Bakersfield, 

but in a different world. 

 

  This is a good opportunity for Parish members to get together and have one last break before the grind of school 

begins.  There are no organized activities, but there is plenty to do including swimming in the 

pool, hiking, biking, star gazing, crafts, sight-seeing in the National Parks or just relaxing and 

talking with new and old friends on the deck of the lodge. 

 

 The cost for the three days and two nights is $100 for adults, $50 for children.  Families  with     

 two or more children pay a maximum of $150/day.  All meals are included, from dinner Fri-

day to a sack lunch to send you on your way Sunday afternoon.  And the food at Camp is 

great, with more than enough to satisfy the big appetites that come with the invigorating cli-

mate and healthy activities. 

CAMP H2O 2010 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dates for Camp H2O 2010 are July 18th -24th  

at ECCO, and the cost is $350. 
 

Camp H2O is designed for teenagers ages 13 through 19, 

and its main focus is to make disciples for Jesus Christ. 

Teens who want to explore and deepen their faith, or 

even find it for the first time, should consider going to 

Camp H2O. Through various workshops and teachings, 

students are challenged to look at the way God made 

them, and how He wants to cultivate their giftings in 

leadership. Campers are exposed to ministry leaders with 

years of experience who will encourage and enhance 

their faith in ways that they may not have thought of or 

encountered. Through worship and teaching Camp H2O 

hopes to bring many young people to follow the living 

Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information, please call Fr. Greg in the church 

office. 

CHILDRENôS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
will resume on Sunday August 22.   

ADULT BIBLE STUDY  
 

The Thursday Adult Bible Study will not meet during 

the summer, but will resume on September 2nd. 

 

The Sunday Adult Bible Study will continue through-

out the summer, with the exception of July 11th & 

18th, while Fr. Karl is on vacation. 


